
INTRODUCTION
What is a cult? In Roman Catholic countries any

non-Catholic religious group is usually considered a
cult. But among Evangelical Christians a cult is
understood to be a false Christian religious group.
Thus any group claiming to be Christian, but deviating
from the Bible's teaching at any important point is a
cult, a "false cult."

Why study about false cults? Jesus taught that false
teachers and even false "Christs" would arise in the
world (Matt. 24). He also taught that the devil would
be allowed to sow weeds (false teachings and false
teachers - Matt. 13) among the "wheat," or true
believers.

We see this happening all around us today. These
groups believe some truth, and also some error. Their
error comes when they accept their leaders' religious
distinctives which are not according to the Bible. These
religious teachers have travelled the world over,
sowing the "weeds" of their false teaching. The
Philippines has proven to be fertile soil for these
"weeds" of untruth

The Bible clearly warns us to be aware of these
cults, and to be able to stand firm against their
teachings. We also believe that there are many who can
be convinced of the errors of their ways, if we know
the truth and how to convince them of it. This is the
purpose of this course. God does want to use you as a
messenger of His light, and thus to rescue those
trapped in the snares of false teachings.

I. DEALING WITH CULTISTS.
Dealing with members of false cults is usually

difficult and frustrating. Most of them have closed
minds and refuse to consider any views except those
taught by their cult. Once they become full-fledged
members of a cult, not very many of them are
converted to Christ. For these reasons, it is better to
reach people with the Gospel before the cults win and
indoctrinate them

However, we should not ignore people who are
already active cultists. The God who turned Saul the
persecutor into Paul the apostle is still active today.

William Schnell was for many years a faithful, zealous
Jehovah's Witness. But even after reaching a high
position in their organization, he was truly saved. He
has written books and articles exposing the errors he
formerly taught. Other similar examples could be
mentioned.

So do not feel it is useless to try to win cultists to
Christ. Yet whenever it is possible, warn men against
the cult's false doctrines before they become confused
and misled by these errors.

It is important to seek to win people to Christ
before they become involved in one of the cults
because _____________________________

THE RULES IN DEALING WITH CULTISTS

1. BE PRAYERFUL. 
Trying to bring cultists to the Lord will

soon convince you that you really are engaged
in a spiritual war. They often seem unable to
grasp the most obvious truths of God's Word.
What is the real reason for this, according to 
2 Cor. 4:4? _____________________________
(See also Eph. 2:1-3)

Prayer is one of our main weapons in
fighting against Satan and his control over the
unsaved. Eph. 6:18-20 and 2 Thess. 3:1-2 show
us three specific matters to pray for. What are
they? _________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

It is usually wise to have a team of at least
two Christians when dealing with cultists, so
that as one talks the other can pray silently.
Keep on praying for yourselves and for those to
whom you have spoken. The first rule in dealing
with cultists is to_________________________

2. Be PATIENT 
Cultists often try your patience. They may

be unreasonable, or even lose their tempers and
use insulting language. But try to be patient and
long suffering with them. Their anger may be a
sign that you are convincing them you are right.
Perhaps they are having inner struggles.
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To win cultists requires another aspect of
patience: persistence in your efforts to teach
them the truth. Some persons are converted
only after months of patient prayer and teaching.
You must seek guidance from the Holy Spirit as
to whether to spend this much time with one
person, or whether to move on to other
prospects who may be more responsive. The
second rule is to be ______________________

3. Be POLITE.
Some Christians are so aggressive they

become rude when confronting cultists. Our
goal is to win people, not arguments. Love is
not rude (1 Cor. 13:5). So while we hate the
cultist's errors, we should still be polite to those
who believe those errors. The third rule is
______________________________________

4. Be LOVING.
Accept them as people for whom you are

concerned even though you obviously disagree
with them. They may be influenced more by our
love than by our reasoning.

However, to be patient, polite and loving to
cultists does not mean that we ignore their
errors or pretend that such errors are not
important. That is not true at all, as the
following rules will make clear. A fourth point
to remember in dealing with cultists is that we
must __________________________________

 5. CHOOSE ONE, TWO OR THREE MAIN
ERRORS OF THE CULT.

BE ABLE TO REFUTE THEM
THOROUGHLY, and STICK TO THESE
MAIN POINTS. If you can disprove just one or
two of their fundamental points, the cult's whole
system of doctrine will probably collapse. The
fifth very important rule has three parts. These
are:
a. ___________________________________
    ___________________________________
b. ___________________________________
    ___________________________________

c. ___________________________________
    ___________________________________

For example, you don't need to argue with
Mormons about polygamy. Instead, emphasize the
supreme authority of the Bible, and that the Book of
Mormon is not needed. Similarly, you don't need to
know all the Jehovah's Witnesses' ideas about
prophecy, or the Iglesia ni Cristo's views about the one
true church. Instead, prove from Scripture the deity of
Jesus and you have already shown that these cults
teach basic error.

Of course, the more you know about a cult's many
errors the more help you can give to people who are
being confused by these teachings. But the point we
are now stressing is this: You do not need to become
an "expert" before you dare to confront cultists. If you
can refute just one or two of a cults' main heresies, the
Lord can use you now.

What, then, are the main errors or wrong teachings
of some of the cults? Here are some of them:

SOME OF THE MAIN ERRORS

MORMONS:
The Book of Mormon and other writings and 
revelations are equal in authority with the
Bible.
Man may become gods, and there are many
gods. The Mormon church is the only true
church.

JEHOVAH' S WITNESSES:
Christ is not divine.
There is no Trinity.

IGLESIA NI CRISTO:
Christ is not divine.
There is no Trinity.

CHILDREN OF GOD or FAMILY OF LOVE:
Mo Berg is God's inspired prophet today.
They alone are God's true people today.
They advocate sexual immorality.

HERBERT ARMSTRONG:
There is no Trinity.
Sabbath-keeping is required for salvation.
Armstrong's church is the only true church.
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SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS:
Christians ought to keep the Sabbath.
Apparently both salvation by God' s grace
and salvation by works are taught.

SPIRITISM:
It is good to consult mediums and spirits. 
Salvation is by good works.

TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION:
God is in everyone.
Man is basically good.
Men do not need redemption and new birth,
but only to practice meditation.

When you talk with cultists and begin to show how
Scripture contradicts some main error which they
believe, they will try to change the subject. They will
usually ask questions about some other doctrine in
order to divert the conversation from the subject which
is becoming embarrassing to them. At such times you
must be FIRM. Say, "Wait a minute. We can go on to
talk about that question later on, perhaps. But right
now we are talking about this doctrine, so let' a stick to
it and see what God's Word really says about it" If you
are not insistent about this, the discussion will wander
around and around and nothing will be finally settled at
all.

6. Share your PERSONAL TESTIMONY
Especially about ASSURANCE THAT

RESULTS FROM SALVATION BY GRACE.
In sharing your testimony, put emphasis on the
fact that you know you are saved, right now,
because salvation depends not on your
goodness, faithfulness, and zeal, but on God's
grace to sinners. (Eph. 2:8-10; Titus 3:4-7)

True, we must repent of sin and surrender to
Jesus as Lord-and we dare not omit these facts
in our personal evangelism  (Luke 14:25-27;
Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30). But that does not
contradict the fact that our salvation is an
undeserved gift from God. It in also true that
faith without works is dead (James 2). But such
works are the result of salvation, not its cause.
We do not work in order to become saved, but
because we are saved. And since God saved us
by His grace, we can know that we are fully

forgiven, accepted as God's children, and
indwelled by the Holy Spirit, and that God has
prepared a glorious destiny for us forever.
(Rom. 5:l; 8:1,9,14-47,28-29, etc.)

All cults teach salvation by man's own
goodness and efforts. Therefore, cultists lack
assurance. They never know when they might
commit some sin which will wipe out all the
merit they have tried to accumulate by their
righteous deeds and zealous service for God. If
we can (1) witness to them that we are sure of
salvation, and then (2) show that this is what
Scripture teaches, it may make them hungry to
experience the wonderful joy we have found in
Christ. The sixth rule in dealing with cultists is
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

In your personal testimony you should put
emphasis on the fact that you ______________
______________________________________
______________________________________

This witness plus Scripture teaching about
assurance may __________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

7. Testimonies, however, are not the main test
of truth. 

In fact the cultist may give his testimony to
you. His testimony will probably be about what
he has done. or how fine his church or
movement is, rather than how wonderful Christ
is. Our 7th rule is about how to respond to their
testimonies and claims: SHOW THE CULTIST
THAT A PERSON (OR MOVEMENT) MAY
BE WRONG IN SPITE OF THE
FOLLOWING THINGS.
a. Sincerity. 

Of course we should be sincere; but sincerity
does not prove a person is right. Hindus
sincerely believe in thousands of gods but
that does not make their belief true.
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b. Zeal. 
Zeal is good, but it is no proof of being
correct. For example. consider Saul of
Tarsus persecuting the Christians.

c. Sacrifice. 
Jehovah's Witnesses are sacrificial in their
living and service for their cause. But so are
Communists. Since their beliefs contradict
each other, both can't be right. (In fact, both
are wrong.)

d. Fast Growth, or Popularity. 
The Mormons are spreading rapidly; but so
are the Iglesia ni Cristo. Fast growth does
not guarantee correct doctrines.

e. Answers to Prayer. 
Herbert Armstrong says God has answered
his prayers many times. The Mormons also
tell about amazing answers to prayer,
especially on their long trip to Utah. God in
His goodness sometimes hears and blesses
the unsaved. hoping in this way to draw them
to Himself and His truth (see Acts 10:1-4;
Matt. 5:44,45). But such answers don't prove
that He approves of their teaching.

f. Miracles. 
Spiritism especially claims miraculous
powers for healing and forecasting future
events. Of course God can and sometimes
does work in miraculous ways. But so can
Satan (Matt. 7:22,23; 24:24; 
2 Thess. 2:9-20). Miracles alone do not
prove a man or a movement is from God.
Of course these six things just listed are often
good in themselves. True Christians are
sincere, zealous, sacrificial, etc. But a
movement may have some or even all of
these things and still be false. We must show
the cultist that if he is trusting his cult
because of these things, he may be misled.
The seventh rule is ____________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

(List the six things:)
1.____________________ 4._______________
2.____________________ 5._______________
3.____________________ 6._______________

'What then is the final test of being right?
THE WORD OF GOD. We must judge our
beliefs and practices by the Bible, regardless
of what anyone may say or do.

8.  Do not always be defensive; TAKE THE
OFFENSIVE. 

That is, don't let the cultist do all the talking.
If they ask you some hard questions, after you
answer go on to ask them questions, too. Firmly
but politely insist on taking turns in presenting
viewpoints. The eighth rule is ___________
________________ This means you should
______________________________________
______________________________________

9. When they support their false doctrines by
taking Bible verses out of their context, insist
that they EXAMINE THE CONTEXT OF
THEIR PROOF-TEXTS. 

Often their interpretation of a verse is very
different from what the verse really means. They
ignore the sentences that precede and follow the
verse they quote. By making them examine the
context you can demonstrate the actual meaning
of the passage. The ninth rule is_____________
______________________________________
______________________________________

10. Try to BRING THEM TO THE PLACE
WHERE THEY MUST CHOOSE
BETWEEN THE BIBLE'S CLEAR
TEACHING ON SOME IMPORTANT
POINT AND THEIR CULT'S TEACHING
ABOUT THAT POINT. 

Then urge them to follow God's Word, not
their cult's contradictory ideas. Challenge them
with love to follow God rather than men. The
tenth rule means that they should choose
between
______________________________________

the Cults - Part 1

4



______________________________________
______________________________________

In conclusion, two Bible passages summarize many
of what we have called the "Ten Rules in Dealing with
Cultists." Study these passages carefully. See how
many of our "rules" you can find in them. And notice
how the passages balance each other. 2 Timothy 4:2
and 2 Timothy 2:24-26.
REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Why is it important to seek to win people to
Christ before they become involved in one of
the cults?

2. List the 10 rules in dealing with the cults.
3. A Christian's personal testimony should

emphasize what 2 things?
4. How will you respond to a cultist who tells you

of wonderful miracles and answers to prayer
experienced in his cult?

II. THE MORMONS.
The official name of this group is Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter Day Saints. They are often referred to
as the LDS church, or simple the LDS.

A. THE HISTORY OF THE MORMONS.

JOSEPH SMITH - Joseph Smith, Jr., was born
in 1805 in Vermont, USA, the son of a poor
farmer. Later, his family moved to Palmyra,
New York.

Joseph's mother was a fortune teller and given
to erratic behaviour. His father was mentally
unbalanced-seeing hallucinations and hearing
strange voices. Joseph and his father spent much
of their time digging for supposedly buried
treasure. Education was almost non-existent for
Joseph. He did not learn to read or write until
adulthood, though he became well known for
his evil nature and vulgar talk.

The 1820's were times of religious
excitement. Joseph, though he knew little about
the Bible, was deeply interested in spiritual
matters. In 1820, at the age of 14, he claimed to
have seen a vision from God who told him he

would become a "Prophet of the Most High
God." In the vision he was warned to keep away
from the established churches which had
departed from the true gospel. The alleged
vision also said that he, Joseph Smith, would
restore God's true gospel and true church.

Smith was greatly influenced by Sidney
Rigdon, a former Baptist and Church of Christ
minister. Rigdon conceived the idea that he
could become famous and rich if he established
a new type of religion. In Joseph Smith he found
a willing partner.

MORONI AND THE GOLDEN PLATES
Joseph Smith made the following claims: On

September 21, 1823, he had a visit from an
angel named Moroni. Moroni told Smith where
a book of gold plates was buried in the hill of
Cumorah, not far from where Smith was living.
The book contained the history of ancient
Americans. Four years later, Moroni directed
Smith to dig it up, which he did. Also buried
with this book was a wonderful pair of "glasses"
consisting of two transparent stones, set in a
silver bow, called the Urim and Thummim.
Smith then proceeded to "translate" the
hieroglyphics on the golden plates, which he
said was Reformed Egyptian writing. He set
himself up in a room with a curtain between him
and his writer, so he was hidden from view. He
claimed that when he looked at the
hieroglyphics through the glasses, the writing
appeared to him in English, which he then called
out to his writer. This 'translation" became
known as the Book of Mormon. (Mormon was
Moroni's father, according to the story.)

THE BOOK OF MORMON - In actual fact the
book was based mainly upon a novel written by
a Presbyterian minister, Solomon Spaulding.
The novel had never been published and
Spaulding had died. But Rigdon found the
manuscript of the story in a printing office and
took it. It tells of two groups of people who
came to America. One group came from the
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Tower of Babel about 2,250 B. C., and the
other group came from Jerusalem about 
600 B. C. The book claims that Christ made an
appearance in America after His resurrection.
He preached the same Gospel there that he had
in the East and formed a church in the first
century A.D.

As time went on, so the story goes, one race
of these Americans fell in battle in 421 A.D. The
remnants were the Indians. Moroni was the last
of the ancient prophets.

He was commanded to write the prophecies
and history of these peoples. Then he was to
hide it in the earth until someday it would be
united with the Bible as God' s message to His
people in the latter days. Thus it remained
buried until Joseph Smith dug it up 1400 years
later.

What about these claims and stories? On
examination the Book of Mormon has more
than 2000 verses quoted from the King James
Version of the Bible. Yet that version was not
printed until 1611, over a thousand years after
the "Plates" were buried. It also has quotes from
a book written by a monk in the 13th century
and from Shakespeare and from the
Westminister Confession of Faith. All these
quotations clearly prove the book could not
have been written during the 400's. It is simply a
big fraud.

The book's history of the supposed ancient
Americans (their cities, battles. etc.) has never
been confirmed by archaeology. (Mormon
missionaries sometimes claim that discoveries of
archaeologists do support the Book of Mormon,
but the cult's leaders and university professors
officially decline to endorse such claims.) The
American Indians cannot be the descendants of
the Jews as they belong to a different blood
grouping. Linguists have never found any
evidence that an ancient Egyptian "Reformed
Script" existed. A sample of the hieroglyphics
given to two professors was a jumble of
characters from various alphabets, childish
drawings. etc.

EXPANSION - In 1830 Joseph Smith founded
his church at Fayette, New York with 30
members. He was the self-appointed leader,
prophet, translator, apostle of Jesus Christ and
elder of the church. He wrote other books for
which he claimed divine revelation and said they
were equal in authority with the Bible.

His shady deals and his practice of polygamy
(having plural wives-alleged to have had 47
wives) led him into clashes with the law and he
had to move several times. Smith and his
followers moved from New York to Ohio and
then to Missouri.

Their practice of polygamy led to their
persecution and they fled to Illinois where they
founded the town of Nauvoo - 20,000 strong.
From Nauvoo, missionaries were sent out.
Brigham Young went to Great Britain and
others went to Israel.

In Illinois, Smith became mayor of Nauvoo
and decided to seek election as president of the
U. S. Residents outside the church became
jealous of a government charter favoring the
Mormons. Also from within their ranks
dissenters arose, among them the first three
"witnesses" to the golden plates. They published
a newspaper exposing Mormonism as a hoax
and charging Smith with political ambitions. An
uproar ensued in which Smith and his brother
Hyrum were imprisoned. An angry mob stormed
the jail and shot to death the two brothers. This
was in Carthage. Illinois in 1844.

BRIGHAM YOUNG - With Smith, the leader,
gone, the Mormons divided into several groups.
The largest of these was led by Brigham Young
after he returned from Great Britain. Young had
been born in Vermont of poor farm parents and
had only 11 days' schooling but he had
outstanding leadership abilities. He led 70,000
followers over a hazardous route from Illinois to
what is now Utah. There he founded Salt Lake
City which is now the Mormon headquarters.
This group was known an Brighamites.
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Brigham Young died in 1877 leaving a small
fortune. nine living wives and 56 children.

Another group led by Joseph's son 
(Joseph III) settled in Missouri. They differed
from Young's group in that they did not approve
polygamy and denied (falsely) that Joseph Smith
had ever practiced it. They claimed prophetic
succession in the presidency should go from
father to son. This group became known as the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints. They are also called Josephites.

By 1963 there were over 2 million members in
the church of LDS (Brighamites). It had 15,000
missionaries being sent out. By 1968 it was
estimated that every year the Mormon church
spends $10,500,000 for missionary work,
$10,000,000 for schools and $3,000,000 for
construction and maintenance of temples.

B. THE TEACHINGS OF THE MORMONS

"RESTORATION" - Mormons claim that
their church founded by Joseph Smith in 1830 is
the restoration of the New Testament church
and that all others are apostate. The original
church soon became corrupted by false
teachings. It died out entirely until God
re-established it through Smith. This in why they
call themselves 'the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints," or "LDS."

TWO SOURCES OF THEIR CLAIMS
Mormons base this claim and their other

doctrines and practices on two sources.
The Mormon Scriptures consist of the Book

of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl
of Great Price. All were written by Joseph
Smith between the years 1830 and 1843. They
claim these are equal to the Bible in authority;
but in practice they elevate them over the Bible.

Continuous revelation to the priesthood is the
belief in the revelation by God of further truths
not found in the Bible. Such revelations may
come by direct communication with God; by

visitation of angels and by impression upon the
mind of man by the Spirit of God.

The President of the church, who holds the
"keys of the priesthood" and is an accepted
prophet and seer, may receive revelation for the
guidance of the entire church. His word is
received as God's Word. Anyone who rejects his
word rejects God. Mormons claim that their
church is the only church that legitimately bears
the Name of Christ and His authority.

They have two orders of priesthood. The
lower, Aaronic priesthood deals with temporal
matters. Mormons claim that it was bestowed
upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery by John
the Baptist in May 1829. The higher,
Melchizedek priesthood deals with spiritual
matters, supposedly bestowed upon Smith and
Cowdery directly by the apostles Peter, James
and John. Because of the authority of their
priesthoods, Mormons challenge all other
denominations who officiate in the Name of
God, claiming that they alone have the proper
authority. There are divisions and officers within
the Priesthood. Every male over the age of 12
can be ordained to the priesthood. They also
have 12 apostles plus prophets, pastors,
teachers and evangelists.

The ordinations in the temple, its rites and
services are combined with so many secret oaths
and rituals that it is considered by outsiders to
be not a church but a Secret Society.

TEACHING ABOUT GOD AND MAN
In his earliest writing, The Book of Mormon,

Joseph Smith's views about God sound quite
Biblical. When the question is asked, "Is there
more than one God?" the answer given is "NO".
(Alma 11:26-29) And at least twice the book
mentions 'the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost, which are one God." But as time passed,
Smith's view became more and more
unorthodox and weird.

You cannot even begin to grasp the Mormon
teachings about God until you realize what they
believe about man. For these two doctrines fit
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together. So we must first take a survey of their
overall system.

Here is their view of man: You are composed
of body and spirit. But where did these come
from? Your body, of course, came into
existence through procreation by your human
parents. But your spirit did not come into
existence at that time. It had already existed
before your physical birth, and was just waiting
for a physical body to be born to provide a
home for it. Where, then, did your spirit come
from? It resulted from the procreation of some
gods (husband and wife) in heaven.

Thus gods procreate spirits, and humans
procreate bodies and at birth they are joined. It
is necessary for spirits to become human beings
so they can learn good from evil and be tested.
Also so that enough physical bodies can be
produced for the spirit-children of the gods to
live in.

Once you are born, if you zealously follow
Mormonism's beliefs and practices, you will
become a god after your death. If you, as a
Mormon, are married in one of their temples,
that marriage is sealed for eternity. That means
you and your wife. once you become gods in the
next life, will still be married. Then you can
procreate spirit-children who will later become
physically born on earth as humans. So the cycle
keeps going.

Only if you grasp the above outline of their
doctrinal system will you start to see what they
mean by statements such as the following: "As
man now is, God once was. As God is now,
man may become". "In the heaven where our
spirits were born. there are many gods, each of
whom has his own wife. or wives, which were
given to him previous to his redemption, while
yet in his mortal state." "Mormon prophets have
continuously taught the sublime truth that God
the Eternal Father was once a mortal man who
passed through a school of earth similar to that
through which we are passing. He became
God-an exalted being."

Brigham Young wrote, "When our father
Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came
into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve,
one of his wives with him. He helped to make
and organize the world. . He is our Father and
our god. and the only god with whom we have
to do." In other words, our god is Adam, the
first man now become a god. The question
naturally arises, Who then was Adam's god?
Who created his body and begat his spirit?

TEACHING ABOUT JESUS CHRIST
Mormons say that Jesus is the first-begotten

Son of the Father in the spirit. That means after
Adam was exalted into the condition of
godhood, he (god, who was formerly the man
Adam) begat the spirit of Jesus before he begat
any other spirits. That makes Jesus the
first-begotten spirit-son of god, and the elder
brother of all other spirits who were later
begotten by the Father or by other gods.
(Remember that gods procreate spirits.) But
there is something else distinct about Jesus. He
alone had a body that was begotten by God the
Father (thus He is also the only begotten Son of
the Father in the flesh). The bodies of everyone
else were procreated by ordinary human parents.
But Jesus' body was procreated through the
sexual union of Mary, a human, and the
Father-god (Adam-god, who had already
begotten Jesus' spirit also).

Another quotation from Brigham Young is:
"When the Virgin Mary conceived the child
Jesus, the Father had begotten him in his own
likeness. He was not begotten by the Holy
Ghost. And who was the Father? He was the
first of the human family. . . Jesus, our elder
brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same
character that was in the garden of Eden, and
who is our Father in Heaven."

Mormons also teach that Christ was a
polygamist, married to Martha and the two
Marys. The wedding feast at Cana was one of
His own marriages. They reason that if Christ
had not married He would not have any "seed"
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before He was crucified (based on Isa. 53:10,
"He shall see his seed". But that is obviously a
figurative statement. just like Christ's "travail"
or birth-pangs which are mentioned in verse 11.

TEACHING ABOUT JOSEPH SMITH
Certainly one of the most blasphemous

teachings of LDS is their teaching about the
origin of Jesus Christ, and His "condition of
godhood" which is less than eternal deity. But
their down-grading of the Lord Jesus Christ is
seen more clearly when we see their exaltation
of Joseph Smith, Jr. Their writings state that
Joseph Smith holds the keys of heaven, and that
only those gaining his approval will be admitted.
They hold him to have been flawless (Doctrine
of Salvation, Volume 1, p. 88). although secular
history records numerous unsavory aspects of
his life and character. Their hymn, "Praise to the
Man," says that Smith was a martyr whose
blood atones for mankind, and that kings and
princes will bow down to him. It is no
exaggeration to say that Mormons hold Joseph
Smith in a more exalted position than Jesus
Christ. (They do not make any such assertions
when speaking to outsiders. They usually try to
make Mormonism appear "just the same as your
religion"- except to claim superior organization,
fellowship, and emphasis on family.)

TEACHING ABOUT SALVATION
All men are resurrected through the atoning

blood of Christ. (But they sing of the atoning
blood of Joseph Smith.) But salvation is
received only on the conditions-repentance,
faith, baptism and the laying on of hands by the
Mormon priesthood for the receiving of the
Holy Spirit. This must be followed by enduring
until the end in keeping the commandments of
God. Salvation requires good works.

TEACHING ABOUT BAPTISM 
A person must be baptized in the LDS church

for the remission of sins before he can be saved.
Children from the age of 8 can be saved.

Children younger than this do not need to be
saved because they have not reached the age of
accountability.

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD 
The living may be baptized on behalf of the

dead. (This is to allow the millions of people
who died before the LDS church came into
existence to have a chance to be saved.) Living
saints should get their genealogies and discover
the names of their ancestors and be baptized for
them. (Some have been baptized 5000 times.)

TEACHING ABOUT POLYGAMY
Plurality of wives is a means of grace, the

number of a man' s wives and children
increasing his chances of honor and glory in the
world to come. Formerly, Mormons said that no
new marriages will be contracted in the
resurrected life. Thus, it is better for a woman to
be a plural wife than never to marry, otherwise
she will not be a queen but a slave. Women are
"sealed for a time" so that they can produce
many children on earth and so that their babies'
bodies will be inhabited by the spirit children of
the gods.

In 1891 the United States government caused
the practice of polygamy to stop, saying it
would otherwise expel all Mormons from the
USA. When polygamy ceased. a new
"revelation" of celestial marriage in heaven
began. A man who was sealed to a woman in
the temple could call her forth as his bride in the
resurrection.

TEACHING ABOUT HEAVEN AND HELL
Individuals are to be judged as to what

category of heaven they will enter:
Celestial Kingdom-all who have been cleansed

of all their sins.
Terrestial Kingdom-all who had clean lives,

but did not accept the gospel on earth, but
accepted the testimony of Jesus in the spirit
world after they died.
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Telestial Kingdom-unclean people who have
been punished for a time.

Lowest Kingdom-those who cannot be
redeemed. the "perdition of ungodly men"

All who are not LDS and have received
ordination from other churches will be damned
and sent to hell unless they repent of their
impious deeds.

C. REFUTING THE ERRORS OF THE
MORMONS ADDING TO THE BIBLE:
OTHER WRITINGS

Many cults have books or magazines equal in
importance to the Bible-either because these
writings furnish additional knowledge not
contained in the Bible (i.e. Scripture is not
complete), or else these writings contain the
only correct interpretation of the Bible so that it
cannot be properly understood without them.
(On this view, Scripture cannot be correctly
understood by the ordinary believer without
these additional aids.)

As we saw in a previous section, the
Mormons have three other books which they
regard an having equal authority with the Bible.
These are:______________________________
____________________ and ______________
______________________________________

Notice the following Mormon testimony to
these additional "Scriptures": "We believe the
Bible to be the word of God as far as it is
translated correctly; we also believe the book of
Mormon to be the Word of God " - "Articles of
Faith" (J. Smith)

"Because ye have a Bible ye need not suppose
that it contained all my (God's) words; neither
need ye suppose that I have not caused more to
be written." - "Book of Mormon."

Additionally, the Mormon Church teaches
that there is a continuous revelation of God's
Word today through their priesthood leadership.
Look at the following statements: "We do not
ascribe final authority to any of the Bible's
statements because we believe that God has
re-established the authority to speak in His

name, and has given it again to righteous man."
- "Why I am a Mormon." 
(U.S. Senator Wallace Bennett)

"Mormons look upon Joseph Smith as a
prophet of God, in the same literal sense as they
look upon other prophets of the Old and New
Testaments. They so accept Smith's successors,
from Brigham Young to today's president of the
Church." - "What Is A Mormon?'

REFUTATION - We shall now study the Bible
to show how this error of Mormonism and other
cults can be refuted.

1. Jude 3. ". . contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints." 
The word faith in this verse does not mean
the act of trusting, but the truths to be
trusted - the body of doctrines revealed by
God for His people to accept. The key
expression here is "once for all" 
(1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 7:27; 9:26-28). "it is
finished," he cried. He need never repeat His
sacrifice for sins. In the very same way, the
faith - the truths God has revealed - were
once for all time revealed to the inspired
prophets and apostles, with no need for
additions.

2. 2 Timothy 3:16,17. 
This is the most important passage on the
subject. Let us examine it more carefully.
The key words here are "perfect" ( complete)
and "all" (every) in v. 17. The Old and New
Testaments can make us complete, lacking in
nothing. They are all that we need in order to
be saved (v. 15); to know the truth (they
teach us); to disprove error (they reprove
us); to form our character (they train us in
righteousness); and to reform evil (they
correct us). They also can equip us for
Christian service, for every - not some or
many but every - good work.

the Cults - Part 1

10



3. Hebrews 1:1,2. 
The Mormons claim that their books are also
inspired scripture and therefore are included
in the passage just mentioned. A logical
question is: If Christians did not need the
Book of Mormon for 1800 years, then why
do we need it now? The Scriptures of New
Testament times (the Old Testament and the
writings that were to become the New
Testament) were "complete," and "revealed
the faith once for all." In other words, what
was good enough for Peter, Paul, John, Luke
and Timothy and all the other early disciples
is good enough for us . We have the
revelations of Christ, God's final Word to
man.

4. Ephesians 2:19b,20, ". . the household of
God; and are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief cornerstone;" 
The inspired apostles and prophets were the
foundation - of the church. They originated it
by their gospel preaching and guided it by
their teaching. (Acts 2) But once a building's
foundation is laid it need not be laid again.
The gospel they preached and the doctrines
they taught are now recorded in the Bible.
Thus we no longer need apostles and
prophets in the sense of men infallibly
inspired and given revelations direct from
God. (See Eph 3:5)

5. Revelation 22:18 is a stern warning against
adding anything to 'the prophecy of this
book." i.e. the book of Revelation. 
In principle the warning extends to all the
inspired Word of God. 
See also Deut. 4:2; 12:32 and Prov. 30:5,6.

6. The final and decisive test of the claims of
the Mormons is this: if their writings are truly
from God, then the doctrines contained in
them will agree with His Word, the Bible. 

If both the Book of Mormon and the Bible
are from God, then there should be harmony
and consistency between them. But instead
of this there are numerous contradictions.

ADDING TO THE BIBLE: PROPHETS AND
PROPHECIES

A. The Prophets - Notice the following
quotations from Mormon writers:
1. 'Mormons look upon Joseph Smith as a

prophet of God, in the same literal sense as
they look upon other prophets of the Old and
New Testaments. 
They so accept Smith's successors, from
Brigham Young to today's president of the
church."

2. 'Mormons do not believe that the revelations
of God were confined to ancient Israel, nor
that a loving Father would restrict His
communication to one part of His family, or
to one time in history. 
(R. L. Evans in "Look" magazine.)

3. "We recognize the Bible's limitations as well
an its value. 
We do not ascribe final authority to any of
its' statements because we believe that God
has re-established the authority to speak in
His name, and has given it again to righteous
men." (U.S. Senator Wallace Bennett, 
"Why I Am A Mormon.")

B. The Prophecies
1. Joseph Smith claimed that the books he

wrote were "revelations from God" and as
such classed him in the rank of a prophet. 
His prophetic revelations are found in the
"Book of Mormon", "Book of
Commandments," "Doctrines and
Covenants," "Pearl of Great Price" and other
booklets.

2. Joseph Smith made many prophecies; e.g. 
In 1844 he predicted Christ would not return
in the next 40 years; that his own name
would be held for good and evil among the
nations; that America would be at war.

the Cults - Part 1

11



These things happened, but were not foretold
with sufficient detail to prove "prophetic."
Fifty-eight prophecies made by Joseph Smith,
examined in 3 detail, failed to come to pass.

REFUTATION - How do we know if prophets
are true or false? How can we tell if they are the
fulfillments of Bible prophecy? How can we tell
if their predictions are based on revelations from
God?
1. Refer back to the previous section on

refuting the Mormon error of adding to the
Bible. 
The same refutations also apply to those who
would add to the Bible through claiming
fresh doctrinal revelations from God today.

2. Paul describes the purposes of the gift of
prophecy in 1 Cor. 14:3. 
"He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to
edification (upbuilding), and exhortation
(encouragement), and comfort." These are
still the preacher's purposes today, and he
needs the Holy Spirit's enabling to fulfill them
just as man did in Paul's time. But the
method of prophecy in apostolic days is
described in 1 Cor. 14:.29,30. "Let the
prophets speak two or three ... if any thing be
revealed to another that sitteth by, let the
first hold his peace." Such revelations direct
from God's mind to man's are not the Lord's
method of imparting doctrine now. Preachers
may "Prophesy" only in the limited,
secondary sense that they may speak for God
from His written Word, seeking the Spirit's
guidance and power in explaining and
applying it to present-day conditions.
"The Christian preacher in not a prophet. No
original revelation is given to him; his task is
to expound the revelation which has been
given once for all. The last occurrence in the
Bible of the prophetic formula, "The Word of
God came to." referring to John the Baptist.
There were also prophets in N.T. days, but
now that the written Word of God is
available to us all, the word of God in

prophetic utterance is no longer needed.
THE WORD OF GOD DOES NOT COME
TO MEN TODAY. IT HAS COME ONCE
AND FOR ALL; MEN MUST NOW COME
TO IT." (John Stott)
The ignoring of this principle has led to the
rise of the host of cults. Adding later visions
and revelations to the Bible, or else claiming
to have a special key which alone gives the
correct interpretation of the Bible - these are
basic errors found in nearly every cult, if not
all of them.

3.  What are the signs of a true prophet? 
(a) A prophet's teaching about God must not

contradict revelations made earlier. For
example, even though a man may be able
to perform signs and wonders, yet if he
teaches that people should serve other
gods, then he is going against prior
revelation that only God must be
worshipped. See Deut. 13:2, 3. 

(b) EVERY prediction must come to pass.
Deut 18:22 says, 'When a prophet speaks
in the name of the Lord, if the word does
not come to pass or come true, that is a
word which the Lord has not spoken; the
prophet has spoken it presumptuously, you
need not be afraid of him." The only
exception to this second rule is when a
prophecy is conditional, that is, when it
depends on the moral response of the
people it is about. In Jer. 18:7-40, the Lord
says that if He predicted He would destroy
a kingdom but its people repent, then He
would not destroy it. (Jonah and Nineveh
are an example of this principle.) And if He
predicted blessing upon a kingdom but it
turned to evil, then He would not send the
intended blessing.
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DENYING GOD'S ONENESS
Do Mormons deny that there is only one

God? Study these quotations from Mormon
leaders themselves:
1. "In the beginning, the head of the gods called

a council of the gods; and they came together
and concocted a plan to create the world and
people it." (J. Smith)

2. "Gods exist, and we had better strive to
prepare to be one of them." (B. Young)

3. "As man is, God once was; as God is, man
may become." (Former President Lorenzo
Snow)

4. "God himself was as we are now, and is
exalted man." (Smith)

5. "'When our father Adam came into the
garden of Eden, he came into it with a
celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his
wives, with him. 
He helped to make and organize the world.
He is Michael, the Archangel, the Ancient of
Days, about whom holy men have written
and spoken - He is our Father and our god,
and the only god with whom we have to do."
(B. Young)

6.  "The Father has a body of flesh and bone as
tangible as man's; the Son also, but the Holy
Spirit has not a body of flesh and bones."
(Smith)

7.  "In the heaven where our spirits were born,
there are many gods, each of whom has his
own wife, or wives, which were given to him
previous to his redemption. while yet in his
mortal state." (Apostle Orson Pratt)

8. 'We believe in God, the eternal Father, and in
His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy
Ghost." (Articles of Faith, written by Joseph
Smith; notice how this seems very orthodox
until you read it in the light of the previous
quotations.)

REFUTATION
1. Mormonism teaches a polytheistic doctrine,

that there are many gods. 

The Bible teaches there in only one God.
Deut. 6:4; Isaiah 45:5; 1 Tim. 2:5.

2. President Brigham Young said that Adam in
our god. 
But Adam was visible and sinned and died;
while God is invisible, holy and immortal. 
1 Tim. 6:15, 16; Rev. 4:8. If Adam is our
god, then what god created Adam?

3.  Mormons teach that God the Father has
flesh and bones, but the Bible teaches that He
does not. Compare John 4:24 and 
Luke 24:39.

4.  Mormons teach that there is marriage in
heaven, but the Bible teaches there in no
marriage after this life; Matthew 22:30.

5. Mormons teach that in the beginning the
head of the gods called a council of the gods
and they devised a plan to create the world
and people it. 
The Bible says that "In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth." Gen. 1:1.
There in no mention of a "council of the
gods" in the Bible.

6. Mormons teach that men will become gods.
The Bible nowhere teaches this. 
Rom. 8:29 teaches we shall be like God, but
not that we shall become gods.
To support their view of many gods,
Mormons often quote Psa. 82 (and 
John 10:34 where Jesus quotes Psa. 82:6).
Psalm 82:1 says, 'God . . . judges among the
gods" and in v. 6, It said, You are gods, and
all of you none of the Most High." What do
these verses mean?
Notice the context. That is a principle we
must emphasize again and again. Verses 2-5
clearly indicate that this psalm is a rebuke of
unjust judges among God's people, Israel.
The Lord had placed these magistrates over
His people as His representatives, to be
"God" to them. (Compare Exo. 4:16, where
God told Moses that Aaron "shall be to thee
a mouth, and thou shalt be to him as God";
also Exo. 7:1,2). But in spite of the high
position God gave these judges, they abused
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it and perverted justice. Therefore He would
judge them (v. 1), and punish them (6, 7): It
said, "You are gods, and all of you sons of
the Most High. Nevertheless you shall die
like men, and fall like one of the princes."
Thus He calls them gods only in a figurative
sense, referring to the privilege and authority
He gave them to judge in His place over
Israel. Read verses 2-5 and this point will be
obvious to you. The Psalm then ends with a
plea for God Himself to judge men, because
the human judges were so corrupt.

DENYING SALVATION BY FAITH APART
FROM WORKS

Study the following quotations from Mormon
writings:
1. The Mormon's third article of faith states,

"We believe that through the atonement of
Christ, all mankind may be saved by
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the
Gospel." 
Though Christ's atonement and the Gospel
are mentioned, yet their dependence is
actually on the works of men rather than on
the death of Christ, as the following
quotations make clear.

2. "The gospel is a code of laws and ordinances
given to men to enable them to assimilate
themselves to those who are in heaven." 
(J. Smith)

3. "The gospel is a system or plan of laws and
ordinances by strict obedience to which
people are assured they may return again into
the presence of the Father." (Brigham
Young)

4. "Will the water (of baptism) of itself wash
sins away? 
No, but keeping the commandments of God
will cleanse away the stain of sin." (Young)

5. "Redemption from personal sins can only be
obtained through obedience to the
requirements of the gospel, and a life of good
works." (Apostle Richards and Elder Little)

6. "The sectarian dogma of justification by faith
alone has exercised an influence for evil since
the early days of Christianity." (Apostle
James Talmage)

7. A Mormon booklet, "The Plan of Salvation"
presents four steps "For man to take in this
life to secure salvation in the eternal world." 
The four steps are: have faith, repent, be
baptized, and receive the laying on of hands
to receive the Holy Ghost.
Their fourth article of faith also lists these
four steps as the "ordinances of the Gospel."
Yet when the booklet explains what faith is,
it merely quotes the verse, "He that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek him,"
and a few other verses that show the
importance of faith. But it never tells us
specifically what to believe in order to be
saved, except to believe in God and His
power. Nowhere in this 30 page booklet
about salvation or in their 13 articles of faith
is the fact mentioned that salvation is by the
grace of God and cannot be earned by human
works or obedience to laws.

REFUTATION
The Mormons have erected a system of

legalism or self-righteousness. They trust not in
Christ's redemptive work, but in the "steps" they
have taken.

There in a great difference between the
Gospel of Christ (i.e., what the Saviour did for
sinners) and man's response to the, Gospel
(receiving the Saviour for themselves through
repentant faith). Both are essential, of course.
But by preaching man's response as though it
were the Gospel itself, men have created various
systems of "Legalism" (self-righteousness;
self-dependence). They trust not in Christ but in
their own activities or even their obedience to
Bible commands.

What then, is the Gospel? Paul defines it in 
1 Cor. 15:1-5. "I preached to you the gospel . . .
by which you are saved. . that Christ died for
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our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day,
according to the Scriptures."

The Gospel is what Christ did for us as
sinners so that we might be saved. Over and
over the apostles opposed the idea that man
could be saved by obedience to laws and
ordinances, or by keeping the commandments of
God, or by a life of good works. These things
would be the result of salvation, but not its
cause. They would be its fruit but not its root.
They would be the evidence of a man's
salvation, but they could never earn it. Rather,
justification is by the grace of God through faith
alone. Study Romans 6:20-28; 4:3-8; 5:1; 
Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8-10; Titus 3:4-8.

Good works are the natural fruit of faith just
as properly planted needs grow and produce
fruit. They grow because they have life, not in
order to produce life. Just so with good works;
they occur because faith and life are present.
Study Romans 10:1-13 where Paul sets forth
this truth beautifully.

TEACHING THAT 
MEN CAN BE SAVED AFTER DEATH

Quotes from Mormon writings: "Millions of
earth's sons and daughters have passed out of
the body without obeying the law of baptism.
Many of them will gladly accept the word and
law of the Lord when it is proclaimed to them in
the spirit world. But they cannot attend to
ordinances that belong to the sphere which they
have left. Can nothing be done in their case?
Must they forever be shut out of the kingdom of
heaven? Both justice and mercy join in
answering "yes" to the first and "no" to the last
question. What, then, is the way of deliverance?
The living may be baptized for the dead."
(Mormon Doctrine by Penrose.)

"God not only revealed the doctrine of
baptism for the living to the Prophet Joseph
Smith but He established on earth again the
glorious doctrine of baptism for the dead,
thereby opening the door to all of His sons and

daughters who have ever lived in mortality to
come back into His presence on condition of
their worthiness. The Lord told Joseph that
baptism for the dead should be performed in His
Holy house; in fact, one of the principal
purposes He had in mind in commanding the
Latter-day Saints to build temples was for the
performance of the holy ordinance." ("Gospel
Through the Ages" by Milton Hunter).

REFUTATION
Regarding the Mormon doctrine of baptism

for the dead, we find they base it on three
passages of Scripture, all of which are very
obscure in meaning. 1 Cor. 15:29 is the only
verse in all the Bible that mentions being
baptized for the dead. There have been more
than 25 different interpretations of this verse by
various Bible teachers. The fact is that no one
knows for sure what it means. It surely is a
weak foundation on which to base a practice
which they claim can bring salvation. By their
practice they also make baptism a magic step
that merits God's favor. They also quote 
1 Peter 3:18-20 and 4:6 (Christ "preached to the
spirits in prison" and "the gospel was preached
to the dead") to support their view that people
may be saved after death. But for these verses,
too, there are various interpretations, for their
meaning is unclear. It is risky to build doctrines
on such a wobbly foundation, especially when
other, clearer verses (like Heb. 9:27 and 
2 Cor. 6:2) contradict their interpretation.

 SUMMARY
The Mormons believe that people who died

unconverted can be saved anyway, if (1) in the
spirit world they accept the word of the Lord,
and (2) if some living Mormon will be baptized
by proxy for them.
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TEACHING THAT YOU MUST BE A
MEMBER OF THE ONE TRUE CHURCH TO
BE SAVED

Mormonism claims to be a restoration
movement. They believe the true church fell
away from the truth and disappeared for
centuries, but then was restored under Joseph
Smith in 1830.

"The Latter-day Saints believe that the Gospel
of Christ . . . was known on earth anciently (to
Adam and others); that mankind has repeatedly
departed from it (as in the days of Noah); and
that it has to be "restored" (through Abraham,
Moses and others). They believe that the last
such restoration occurred in the last century."
(R. L. Evans in "Look magazine")

They also believe that they alone are the true
church. All unrestored churches (non-Mormons)
are basically wrong and under God's disfavor.
Joseph Smith claimed this fact was revealed to
him in a vision:

"I asked the Personages who stood above me
in the light, which of all sects was right - and
which I should join. I was answered that I must
join none of them, for they were all wrong and
the Personage who addressed me said that all
their creeds were an abomination in His sight."
(Pearl of Great Price)

Due to this revelation, Smith later wrote that
the church "restored" through him, "Is the only
one existing in the world that can, and does,
legitimately bear the name of Christ and His
divine authority." And his successor, Brigham
Young, wrote, 'The church which we represent
in the one church and kingdom of God and we
possess the only faith by which the children of
man can be brought back into the presence of
the Father."

REFUTATION
We have seen that the Mormons claim to be

the restoration of the one true church -
beginning in 1830. If this in correct, it would
mean that the Church founded by Christ through
the apostles died out and was nonexistent for

more than 1,500 years. Yet Jesus specifically
said that such a thing would not happen. He
stated emphatically that the gates of hades (that
is, the power of death) should not prevail
against the Church He was going to build.
(Matt. 16:18)

STUDY QUESTIONS ON MORMONISM

1. Who was the founder of the Mormon Church?

_________________________________________

2. What is the full name of this cult?

_________________________________________

3. When was it established?

_________________________________________

4. List the 6 main errors of Mormonism discussed and

a Bible verse to refute each one:

1. ______________________________________

 _____________________________________

2. ______________________________________

 _____________________________________

3. ______________________________________

-verse: Isa. 45:5_________________________

4. ______________________________________

 _____________________________________

5. ______________________________________

 _____________________________________

6. Teaching that you must be a member of the one

true church to be saved.__________________

verse:_________________________________
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III.   JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
A. THE HISTORY OF JEHOVAH'S

WITNESSES
PASTOR RUSSELL - A child's fear of hell was
a significant factor that eventually led to the
organization now known as the Jehavah's
Witnesses.

Charles Taze Russell, born in 1852 in
Pittsburgh, Penn. USA, was the son a wealthy
owner of a chain of textile stores. By the age of
20, Charles was a member of the local
Congregational Church and the YMCA in his
neighborhood.

However, not finding a religion to his liking,
he proceeded to found one of his own, its most
attractive teachings being the non-existence of
hell, and the establishment of God's Kingdom on
earth. His followers were known as Russelites.
He stressed that reason proved that God would
not punish sinners eternally since He was a God
of love.

In 1872 Russell formed a group called the
"International Bible Students Association." He
was a compelling speaker and an efficient
organizer. He inherited five shops from his
father which he sold in order to devote his life
to spreading his views. In 1874 he founded a
new religious organization called the "Zion's
Watch Tower Society." Russell wrote a large
number of tracts and by 1879 was editing a
magazine called Zion's Watch Tower which had
a starting circulation of 6,000. By 1959 "The
Watchtower" reached a circulation of three
million. By 1970, it published 8 million copies in
74 languages.

Russell also published a seven volume book,
"Studies in the Scriptures" which contain his
main teachings. In it he attacks all churches and
calls them the "work of Satan." His ego knew
no limits. He claimed that it would be better to
leave the Bible unopened and to read his
commentary on it than to omit the commentary
and read only the Bible.

A domineering personality and extreme
conceit characterized Russell. He claimed to be
a Greek scholar but he was proven in court not
even to know the Greek alphabet. Though he
did not know Latin or Hebrew and had never
taken any courses in Theology, he claimed all
Bible translations were unreliable except their
own New World Translation (This was
translated by 7 men of questionable
scholarship).

His wife sued him for divorce which was
readily granted. He sold fake "miracle wheat" at
outrageous prices and he put great pressure on
dying people to leave their money to his
organization. He also had sneaky ways of
avoiding taxation and other financial debts.

By 1880 his organization had spread to
England and 8 years later to China, India,
Turkey, Haiti and Africa.

Russell died on board a train in November
1916, a silent and unrepentant man. He left
behind a considerable fortune.

JUDGE RUTHERFORD - Russell's lawyer,
Joseph F. Rutherford, became the successor. He
had an exalted view of Russell, believing him to
be almost perfect. Rutherford was granted a
license to practice law in Missouri but his title of
"Judge" by which he was known was falsely
assumed. At the time of Russell's death,
Rutherford was in Atlanta jail serving a term for
anti-government statements. Because of his
imprisonment he was acclaimed as a hero and
led the Society until his death in 1942. His
followers relied on him to tell them the correct
interpretation of the Bible.

Rutherford was a dynamic speaker and
prolific writer. His followers went from house to
house "giving away" their literature for a
donation. Because their corporation was
classified under law as a religious and charitable
organization, their sales were not taxable.
Rutherford had phonograph records made of his
speeches and they were played to householders.
He erected a radio station on New York's Staten

the Cults - Part 1

17



Island to broadcast his propaganda.
Subscription to the "Watch Tower" magazine
grew very fast at this time.

In 1931 Rutherford changed the name of the
"Watch Tower and Tract Society" to that of
"Jehovah's Witnesses," the name by which it is
still known. They take that name from 
Isaiah 43:12, "Ye are my witnesses, saith
Jehovah, and I am God." He bitterly opposed all
churches and preachers and denounced
everyone who disagreed with him in any way.

NATHAN KNORR - When Rutherford died in
1942, Nathan H. Knorr became the leader of the
JW. At that time they claimed their world
membership was 106,000. By 1960 it had risen
to 851,000 - and by 1971 to 1,502,280. Their
claimed distribution of literature is almost
unbelievable. In 1957 they distributed 55 3/4
million copies of their magazines, which was 19
million more than the previous year. Their
magazines are published semi-monthly in four
Filipino languages and monthly in another four
Filipino languages plus English and Chinese.
They publish them in over 70 languages
altogether.

Thus under Knorr's leadership they made
rapid growth. Yet he himself was far different
from Russell and Rutherford. He was not nearly
so publicity-seeking as they were. His name did
not appear in the mass media very often and he
is not credited as the author of their books nor
of the articles in their magazines. Knorr died
prior to 1981.

We should also notice that the books of
Russell and Rutherford are not published any
more by the JW. Most of their doctrines are still
believed and taught but their names are rarely
mentioned. The Witnesses even say, "Who is
preaching the teaching of Pastor Russell?"
Certainly not Jehovah's Witnesses. They neither
quote him as an authority not publish his
writings. Probably they avoid mentioning
Russell any more because of his scandalous
conduct and Rutherford because of his strong

denunciation of all churches and preachers
outside of the JW. The Witnesses still believe
that they alone are right, but the attacks on
other groups are now somewhat milder.

B. TEACHINGS OF JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES SOURCE AND AUTHORITY -

Jehovah's Witnesses do not quote Russell
now. However, their present teachings are
almost entirely the same as his were and their
movement is the continuation of that formed by
Russell. (Russell's own teachings were
influenced by the Seventh Day Adventists.)

They use the Bible as their basis of authority
using their own New World translation in which
the text has been mis-translated in certain vital
places in order to support the views of their
leaders. (See Jn. 1:1; Col. 1:15-17; Rev. 3:14;
Phil. 2:6; Titus 2:13 2 Peter 1:1; Phil. 1:22,23;
Matt. 24:32 and Matt. 27:50. A few of these are
quoted later).

ESTABLISHMENT OF GOD' S KINGDOM
ON EARTH - From the books of Daniel and
Revelation, Russell calculated that 1874 was the
year of Christ's "invisible return" and he set
1914 as the end of the "times of the Gentiles."
(The Bible teaches that Christ will return visibly,
Matt. 24:27, 30; 26:64; Rev. 1:7; and nowhere
teaches an invisible return.)

Jehovah's Witnesses now claim that in 1914
Christ became King on his throne in heaven,
displacing Satan whom he hurled down to earth
- where Satan is being allowed to rule for a
"short period of time." We are now living in the
"last days" controlled by Satan but in which
Christ has taken up his 'kingly rule on the earth."
They believe that as God's witnesses they must
forewarn everyone that the end is near. People
must prepare for God's kingdom that will be set
up on earth. How can we prepare for it? By
faith and by living a morally good life. At the
end of the "last days" the wicked will be
destroyed in the war of Armageddon, when
angelic forces will fight against all political and
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religious powers opposed to Jehovah' s
Witnesses. Then Satan together with his demons
will be hurled into the "abyss" and the present
wicked system will come to an end. (JW believe
that the world powers, political parties and
religious organizations are the unwitting allies of
Satan. and for this reason they refuse to salute
the flag of any nation or to perform military
service and rarely take part in public elections.)

From his heavenly throne Christ will
administer earth's affairs in a way that will bring
lasting benefits, e.g. freedom from fear, want
and aggression. Associated with Jesus in his
heavenly kingdom will be 144,000 kings and
priests taken from mankind, "the little flock,"
made perfect by God. They will be Jehovah' s
Witnesses - the most zealous ones. They will
have representatives on earth called princes.

The initial program of the kingdom will cover
1000 years, during which the earthly survivors
of Armageddon will be made perfect by Christ
and his priests.

During the first 100 years, the dead will be
resurrected and given the opportunity of gaining
eternal life. They will be given scrolls for their
education and will be judged according to their
deeds after learning the contents of the scrolls.
All the earthly subjects will subdue the earth and
make it a paradise.

By the end of the first 1000 years all traces of
unrighteousness will be removed. All the human
race will stand before the throne of God to be
judged whether they are worthy to have
everlasting life. God will give them an
opportunity of showing their loyalty to him by
releasing Satan and his demons from the
"abyss". Each person will answer the challenge
made to the Father by Satan. Those who stay
loyal to God will be judged worthy of
everlasting life. Any who rebel against God will
be destroyed in the second death, which is total
annihilation.

Never again will earth be destroyed by sin.
God' s kingdom will rule for all eternity.

REDEMPTION AND SALVATION
Jehovah's Witnesses teach that Jesus, though

He was not divine, paid at his death the ransom
necessary to set man free from death. This they
call the "atonement." This does not give or
guarantee everlasting life, but it does guarantee
to every person another opportunity or trial for
life everlasting. They teach that one forfeited life
could redeem one forfeited life but no more,
therefore Christ's death redeemed Adam but
man now dies because of Adam's sin. Everyone
is destroyed in death. but all who died without
Christ will be raised again in the millennium.
They will be given a second chance to repent
and be included in God's Kingdom. Most, seeing
the glory of the millennium, will repent gladly.
Those who do not accept will be annihilated -
the second death. JW say they cannot know
until the kingdom comes whether they are
saved, for only those who endure to the end will
be saved. Salvation will depend upon faith plus
moral integrity; in other words, they must work
for their own salvation. This is self-salvation.
They are afraid of being excommunicated from
their movement, for that would mean
destruction in the Battle of Armageddon. A
good record from his superiors is a person's
means of believing that he might be saved.

(Like the Mormons, JW hold an incomplete
doctrine of salvation. For the Mormons, "all
men are 'resurrected' through the atoning blood
of Christ," but must be baptized by the Mormon
priesthood in order to be saved, and must
endure to the and in keeping God's
commandments. For the JW, Christ's death
gives men an "Opportunity or trial for life
everlasting," an opportunity to work for
Salvation. And only those who endure to the
end will be saved.

There in one more similarity: Mormons
believe those who don't become Mormons
during their lifetime may be saved if a Mormon
is baptized for them, after their death. JW
believe that those who died without Christ will
be raised at the millenium and given another
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opportunity to believe. But the Bible teaches
only two alternatives after death: eternal heaven
for believers in Christ, and eternal hell for those
outside of Christ.) JW teach soul-sleep: there in
no consciousness after death until the
resurrection.

TRINITY - God. They strongly deny that God
exists as a Trinity. He in a solitary being from
eternity, unrevealed and unknown. No one has
existed as his equal to make him known. God is
a god of love.

Jesus. He is the first and only creation of God,
the "only begotten" of all things. Then he, as
Jehovah's power, created all other things. He is
also the archangel Michael.

He was born of a virgin and gave up his
angelic nature in the days of his flesh. He was a
perfect man, nothing more. He did not have two
natures, human and divine. Jesus was human
until his baptism at the age of 30 when he was
anointed with the Spirit and became the
Messiah. He was put to death as man but was
raised from death as a spirit being of the highest
order of the divine nature. He was not God but
a god. (JW mistranslate John 1:1 as well as
other verses to try to prove that Christ was not
equal with God.) For Christ's work of
atonement see the above notes on "Redemption
and Salvation." As a man Jesus suffered
extinction - absolute annihilation. No one knows
what happened to his body; whether it dissolved
in gases or is being kept somewhere as a grand
memorial. Christ' s post-resurrection
appearances are explained away as being
possible because his spirit-body "materialized.''

Holy Spirit. They teach He is not a person in
the Godhead, but an influence or power of God.

Man. They deny that man in made up of body,
soul and spirit. They say man does not have a
soul; instead, he is a soul. (This belief is partly

true, partly false. It will be discussed later under
Armstrongism.)

OTHER DATA
They meet in church buildings called

Kingdom Halls.
They baptise by immersion.
They insist upon a high moral code in

personal conduct.
They oppose blood transfusions on the

grounds that blood is sacred and that eating of
blood is prohibited in the Scripture. They have
allowed people to die rather than let them have
a blood transfusion.

They have won cases in courts establishing
their right to speak and witness in accordance
with their beliefs.

They celebrate the Lord's Supper once a year.
Only the worthy are allowed to participate.

Their movement has spread to 200 countries;
world membership exceeds one million.

They are very zealous. But their zeal in based
on fear (hoping to earn salvation and escape
doom because of their works) rather than on
love and gratitude for the salvation God offers
by grace.

Their headquarters are in Brooklyn, New
York, with a special training center, the
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead, in South
Lansing, N. Y. Their headquarters in the
Philippines are in Quezon City. They have very
many congregations scattered throughout many
parts of the Philippines.

OTHER COMPARISONS WITH LDS
The Mormons and the JW offer lofty rewards

to those who zealously follow their beliefs and
practices. A Mormon will become a god. A JW,
if he is among the most zealous ones, may be
one of the 144,000 kings and priests who will be
associated with Jesus in His heavenly kingdom.

Both cults claim divine authority for their own
writings which are superior to the Bible: the
Mormons, for the Book of Mormon, Doctrines
and Covenants and Pearl of Great Price; the JW
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for their New World Translation and their books
and magazines.

Both cults have exalted their founders - the
Mormons, Joseph Smith and Brigham Young;
the JW, Charles Taze Russell and Judge
Rutherford - though the JW no longer read nor
quote Russell's writings.

C. REFUTING THE ERRORS OF
JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
ADDING TO THE BIBLE - Regarding his
"Studies in the Scriptures" Charles Russell said:
"People cannot see the divine plan by studying
the Bible itself. We find also that if anyone lays
the Scripture Studies (his books) aside, even
after he has become familiar with them, if he
lays them aside and ignores them and goes to
the Bible alone, our experience shows that
within two years he goes into darkness. On the
other hand, if he has read only the Scripture
Studies (Russell' s books) with their references,
and has not read a page of the Bible as such, he

would be in the light at the end of two years."
(1910)

(Most JW now do not read or quote Russell's
writings. In fact they say, "Who is preaching the
teaching of Pastor Russell? Certainly not
Jehovah's Witnesses. . . they neither quote him
as an authority nor publish his writings." In spite
of this. however, the quote from Russell is
valuable because he was their founder, and their
present teachings are almost entirely the same as
his were. And for all practical purposes they still
equate their books and magazines with the Bible
in authority, for they believe you cannot
understand the Bible correctly without the aid of
their other writings.

REFUTATION 
Also, they mainly use their own translation of

the Bible, the New World Translation. But this
version has a number of mistranslations, which
support their doctrinal errors. For example,
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NEW WORLD TRANSLATION 

Originally the Word was, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was a god. 

John 1:1

By means of him all other things were
created in the heavens and upon the earth ...
All other things have been created through
him and for him. Also he is before all other
things and by means of him all other things
were made to exist.  Colossians 1:16,17

Again Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and
ceased to breathe.  Matthew 27:50

KING JAMES TRANSLATION

In the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. John 1:1

In Him were all things created that are in
heaven and that are in earth ... All things
were created by Him and for Him. And He
in before all things, and by Him all things
consist.  Colossians 1:16, 17

And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and
yielded up His spirit. Matthew 27:50



notice the following comparisons between their
version (New World) and the King James:

We covered the refutation of this error while
studying the Mormons. It would be good to go
back and review this section.

DENIAL OF THE TRINITY
The denial of the Trinity includes either the

denial of Christ's deity, or the denial of the Holy
Spirit's personality, or both.

This is a very important error of the Jehovah's
Witnesses. The Igiesia ni Cristo and the
Armstrongites also deny the Trinity, but the JW
are most active in teaching this error. We will
study the refutation of this error here. You may
wish to review this section later while studying
the teachings of INC and Armstrong.

Study the following quotes from the JW.
(a) "There are some clergymen, no doubt, who

are really sincere in thinking that Jesus was
his own father, and that the Almighty is the
son of himself, and that each of these is a
third person, who in the same as the other
two and yet different from them."

(b) "Jehovah is not sharing worship with two
other gods in a triad. Jehovah demands a
devotion that is exclusive of other gods, from
a heart not divided in love between three
gods."

(c) "Jehovah is no Babylonish triad of gods, no
God of three Persons in one individual.
Jehovah is only one God, one Person."

(d) "Not once will you find the word "trinity"
occurring in the inspired Bible."
They also quote from The Catholic
Encyclopedia which says: 'The word trias (of
which the Latin TRINITAS is a translation)
is first found in Theophilus of Antioch about
A.D. 180." 
The conclusion they reach: "Satan is the
originator of the Trinity doctrine." In
attempting to explain away the Biblical
teaching regarding the Trinity, they ask "But
what about the scriptures cited to support the
"trinity"? Would they not prove the doctrine?

. . Let us turn our attention to the main
scriptures used to support the trinity
doctrine." Then they mention only these 4
passages: 1 John 5:7; John 10:30; 1 Tim.
3:16; and John 1:1. Only these 4 passages are
mentioned, and none of them are "main
Scriptures" for proving the Trinity (see
below).

REFUTATION
1. The Trinity in the Bible

Look up the following Bible passages
mentioning the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
together and yet distinct from each other. Note
how they support the doctrine of the Trinity.
References with a # are the main ones.

Matt. 3:16,17 Rom. 8:9-11, 14-17
#Matt. 28:19 (note: "Name" is singular) 1 Cor. 12:4-6
#John 14:16,17, 26 #2 Cor. 13:14
John 16:7-10 Acts 5:30-32 Gal. 4:4-6
John 20:21,22 1 Peter 1:2 Eph. 2:18-22
Acts 1:4,5 Acts 7:55 Eph. 3:14-17
Acts 2:32,33 1 John 4:13,14 Eph. 4:4-6

Summary of the Bible's Teaching about God.
a. There is only one true God. (Deut. 6:4; 

Isa. 44:6-6, 45:5 1 Tim. 2:5).
b. The Father is God (no one disputes this); the

Son is God (John 1:1; Col. 2:9 etc.); the
Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3,4; 
Matt. 12:31,32 -only God can be
blasphemed).

c. The Father is not the Son or the Spirit; the
Son is not the Father or the Spirit; the Spirit
is not the Father or the Son. (Christ prayed
to the Father; the Father sent the Son and the
Spirit, etc.)
This is truth which logic cannot understand;
but since God's Word clearly teaches it, we
should accept it by faith. To understand
everything about the infinite God, we should
have to be God Himself. "Bring me a worm
that can comprehend a man, and I will show
you a man that can comprehend God." - John
Wesley.
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2. The "three, yet one" characteristic of the
Trinity.
a. Oneness of the Trinity

1) Oneness of substance and nature: the
Father, Son and Spirit are similar and equal
in essence and being. No person of the
Trinity possesses any attribute of deity not
possessed by the others.

2) Complete oneness of purpose and will:
there is no conflict within the Trinity, but
perfect unity instead. (Jesus' words, "Thy
will, not mine. be done" show the
relationship that existed during the days of
His voluntary humiliation, when He
"emptied himself, taking the form of a
servant." (Phil. 2.:7)

His will differed from the Father's only
in that as a human He perceived the
terrible pain of the coming separation from
the Father, and of "being made sin" for us
on the cross. In the flesh He did not
welcome that. But He did not for a
moment choose anything different from the
Father's will; the will of the Father and of
the Son were in perfect unity.)

Because of the perfect oneness of the
Trinity, there are some passages where
apparent "confounding of the Persons"
occurs: the Bible usually speaks of the
Holy Spirit's indwelling the believer, but
notice John 14:23, Gal. 2:20 and 
Col. 1:27; the Bible usually teaches us to
pray to the Father, but notice Acts 7:59
and Rev. 22:20; also notice that 
Romans 8:9-11 uses the terms "spirit of
God," "Spirit of Christ" and "Christ"
interchangeably.

b. Distinctions within the Trinity
1) Distinct self-awareness: Christ prayed to

the Father, and sent the Spirit, etc. He was
not talking to Himself when He prayed,
nor did He send Himself at Pentecost.

2) Distinct functions or activities:
(a) in Redemption: the Father chooses and

destines, the Spirit sanctifies, the Son

shed His blood and is to be obeyed by
the believer: I Peter 1:2.

(b) in Prayer the usual pattern (Eph. 2:18)
in to pray to the Father (Matt. 6:9),
through the Son (John 14:13) and in
the Spirit (Rom. 8:26; Eph. 6:18).

(c) "The Father is all the fullness of the
Godhead invisible, John 1:18; the Son
is all the fullness of the Godhead mani-
fested, John 1:14-18; the Spirit is all
the fullness of the Godhead acting im-
mediately upon the creature, 
1 Cor. 2:9,10".

3) In some unexplained way, the Son and the
Spirit are dependent on and subordinate to
the Father:
(a) The father-son relation suggests this.

We must not, however, infer that the
Son had a beginning, for He is eternal -
Col. 1:17. But He has enjoyed a per-
manent relation of sonship to the Fa-
ther through eternity, and always will:
1 Cor. 15:24,28. Yet He has 'the form
of God" and the "Whole fulness of de-
ity," Phil. 2:6, Col. 2:9.

(b) The Holy Spirit "proceeds" from the
Father and is sent by the Son, 
John 15:26. Yet he is also called the
"Eternal Spirit," Heb. 9:14.

3. The Trinity in Church History.
a. It is true that Tertullian (160-230 A D)

coined the use of the word "Trinity"; the
word in not found in the Bible. 
But the truth represented by the word is in
the Bible, many times, as we just saw.
In the same way the expressions "Great
Commission" and "Golden Rule" are not
found in the Bible; but that does not prove
that Matthew 28:18-20 and 7:12 are false or
nonexistent.

b. Early heretical views: (1) Arius taught that
the Father created the Son, who then created
all other creatures (JW agree).
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c. Sabellius said there is no distinction of
personality within the Trinity; there are
merely three different names for one person. 
Like an actor playing three different parts in
a play, God has revealed Himself at different
times in different roles. Thus the Father is the
Son and the Spirit. (This view is held by
some churches in the Philippines.) Early
Church leaders, combating these errors
warned: "Don't confound the Persons of the
Godhead (as Sabellius did), and don't divide
the Substance of the Godhead (as Arius
did)."

4. Refutation of the Quotes from the Cults.
The cults which oppose the Trinity quote

these Scriptures to back up their view: 
Deut. 6:4, 5; Isa. 44:8, 46:9. Yet even in those
passages and other O. T. passages stressing that
there in only one God, there are hints that "the
unity of the Godhead is not simple but
compound" (Evans). For the word "God" in
these verses is plural. The literal translation of
Deut. 6:4 is. "The Lord our Gods is one Lord".
This Hebrew word, ELOHIM, is used hundreds
of times in the O. T. referring to the one and
only true God, but using the plural form. The
verses from Isa. also use it: "I am Gods, and
there in no other" (Isa. 46:9 -literally).

In this and other ways, even the O. T.
suggests the compound nature of God, which is
revealed in the N. T. to be a triune nature. Yet
the O. T. stresses God's unity, in great contrast
to the theology of the heathen, who believed in
competing gods, gods of certain regions only, or
gods of certain aspects of life only ( a god of
war, of agriculture, of business etc.).

Thus Deut. 6 and Isa. 44 - 46, far from
contradicting or disproving the Trinity,
indirectly support it.

JEHOVAH' S WITNESSES AND THE HOLY
SPIRIT.

The JW say that the Holy Spirit is an "it," not
a "he;" not a person but "God's active force."
Notice this quote: "John the Baptist said that

Jesus would baptize with the holy spirit even as
John had been baptizing with water. Water is
not a person nor is the holy spirit a person. At
Pentecost the disciples all became filled with
holy spirit. Were they 'filled' with a person? No,
but with God's active force."

REFUTATION
Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as "he" and

'him" not "it" (John 16:7-15). The Holy Spirit
chooses, makes intercession, knows, can be
grieved, teaches, guides. forbids, etc.-All of
these activities show His personality. 
(1 Cor. 2:10,11, 12:11; Rom. 8:14, 27; 
Eph. 4:30; John 14:26; Acts 16:6,7). He is not
an impersonal force, but the
Comforter-Counselor-Helper whom Christ has
sent as His replacement (John 14:16,17; 16:7).
His fellowship (that is, communion with Him)
should be very real to us (2 Cor. 13:14).

DENYING CHRIST'S DEITY
A. Read the following quotations from the

Jehovah's Witnesses:
'This One (Christ) was not Jehovah God. He

(Christ) was a mighty one, although not
almighty as Jehovah God is." "He is not the
author of the creation of God; but, after God
had created him as his first-born Son, then God
used him as his working partner in the creating
of all the rest of creation." "He was a god, but
not the Almighty God, who is Jehovah."

"The angelic announcer of Great Babylon's
fall (in Rev. 18:1-3) could picture no one better
than Jehovah' s archangel, the glorified Lord
Jesus Christ. As an archangel, his name in
heaven is Michael, which means 'Who is like
God?'"

"Jesus had a glorious existence long before he
was born as a human here on earth." (Note: the
JW differ on this point from the INC)

"At the Council of Nicaea, 325 AD, Arius and
others showed from the Scriptures that Jesus
Christ was less than God his Father, and
maintained that the Son of God was a creature,
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made from nothing; that there was a time when
he had no existence; and that were he in the
truest sense a son, he must have come after the
Father, therefore the time obviously was when
he was not, and hence he was a finite being."

"Who ran the universe during the three days
that Jesus was dead and in the grave, or, for that
matter, during his 33 years on the earth while he
was made a 'little lower than the angels'? If
Jesus was God, then during Jesus' death, God
was dead and in the grave. If Jesus was the
immortal God he could not have died."

In the New World Translation the Jehovah' s
Witnesses changed the end of John 1:1 so that it
reads "the Word was a god." This expression is
required, they argue, because the Greek word
for God, 'theos,' is not preceded by the definite
article, 'the.'"

B. Bible Teaching and Refutation of this Error.
How can we answer the JW argument that

John 1:1 actually says that Jesus (the Word) was
"a god," instead of "God"? They base their claim
on the fact that in the Greek the definite article
("the") should precede the word "god" if it
refers to Jehovah-God, the Father. Since the
Greek does not say "the God," it must mean "a
god," according to them.

But this is not true. In the same chapter, 
John 1, verses 6, 12, and 13 all obviously refer
to God the Father, as the JW will admit. But in
none of those verses does "the" precede the
word "God." If their argument is true, verses 6,
12, 13 should also be translated "a god." But
such a translation would not make sense, as
even the JW would admit.

Now note comparisons between what Isaiah
says about Jehovah, and what the N. T. says
about Jesus. Compare the following references
and list the things which are said to be true only
of God but said about Christ also.

Isa.6:1-3/John 12:37-41________________________
___________________________________________
Isa.42:8/John 17:5____________________________
___________________________________________

Isa.44:6/Rev. 1:17____________________________
___________________________________________
Isa.45:23/Phil. 2:10,11_________________________
___________________________________________

In addition to the above passages, examine
carefully Isa. 43:10,11. Verse 10 is the JW
"motto-verse": "Ye are my witnesses, saith
Jehovah, and my servant whom I have chosen;
that ye may know and believe me, and
understand that I am he: before me there was no
God formed, neither shall there be after me"
(ASV). They take their name from the first six
words of this verse; but notice the end - neither
before nor after Jehovah was any God formed.
But that contradicts their view that
Jehovah-God (the Father) created or made the
Son, who is "a god, but not God." (Remember
this was their explanation of John 1:1-3). 
Isa. 43:10 shows that no God but Jehovah has
been or ever will be. Therefore Jesus either is
not God at all (but we have seen many verses
which show that He is), or else He Himself is
Jehovah, which the other verses prove to be
true. "Jehovah" (which most versions of the
Bible translate "the LORD" is the O. T. name
for the Son of God as well as for God the
Father.

This fact is further proved by verse 11: "I,
even I, am Jehovah; and besides me there is no
saviour" (ASV). but we know that Jesus is
repeatedly called "Saviour" in the N. T.: 
Titus 2:13; Acts 13:23; 1 John 4:14, for
example. What conclusions, then, can we draw?
We see that there is only one God, Jehovah; and
yet the Father is Jehovah and Jesus is Jehovah.
There is no saviour except Jehovah; and yet the
Father is called Saviour and Jesus is called
Saviour. These facts contradict the teachings of
the JW (and the INC). But for those who
believe that Jesus is fully divine, there is no
problem at all. There is one
God/Jehovah/Saviour; but this one God exists in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This error (that Jesus is not Jehovah, and not
God) is also vigorously taught by the Iglesia ni
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Cristo. We will enclude more Bible teaching
about the Deity of Christ in the later section on
refuting this error in the INC.

DENYING SALVATION BY FAITH APART
FROM WORKS

Note the following quotations from the JW
"Gospel" of self-salvation.
1. "If Jehovah's Witnesses should fail or refuse

to deliver the message, they would be
unfaithful to God and would suffer
destruction." (Gilbert in "His Vengeance")

2. "Christ' s sacrifice did two things:
1. It cancelled Adam' s sin and its

consequence, death;
2. It made a second chance to earn merit

possible." (Russell)
Jehovah' s Witnesses are zealous in

warning people that God is going to
establish His Kingdom on earth. They
believe that in doing so, they will earn their
own salvation and will not be destroyed in
the Battle of Armageddon. Only those who
stay within the ranks of the Jehovah's
Witnesses will survive this terrible battle.

Summary
JW believe that Christ's death provides the

opportunity for man to work for his salvation.
They trust not in Christ to gain salvation, but in
their own zealous works, especially the
propagating of the message of the establishment
of God's Kingdorn on earth.

REFUTATION
We have studied the refutation of this error

while studying the Mormons 

DENYING WE ARE SAVED NOW, AND CAN
KNOW IT

A. Review "Redemption and Salvation," 
B. Note these quotes concerning the JW view of

their salvation.
"While religious denominations may talk of

salvation by faith or by character, Russell and

Rutherford hammer into the thickest skull of the
simplest-minded devotee that there is a mansion
in heaven for no one who does not devote his
days and nights unto the hour of death itself - to
the high calling of door-to-door canvasing and
propagandizing. There is no other test of
faithfulness. It matters not what one believes or
what one does, he is doomed to extinction
unless he incessantly witnesses in the prescribed
manner." (Riches by Gilbert.)

Jehovah's Witnesses live in fear of being
excommunicated from the Society. If they are,
they will not survive the Battle of Armageddon.
Also they will be excluded from the kingdom of
Jehovah. An excommunicated Jehovah's
Witness, William J. Schnell, wrote, "This record
(all my work for the Watchtower Society)
according to my superiors, was to be my
evidence that I was saved and could not be
destroyed in Armageddon. Well, it was wiped
out in one night . . . I realized with shock that all
these years I had been building upon sand."
(Thirty Years a Watchtower Slave)

REFUTATION
1. The Bible shows that salvation has three

tenses.
a. The Christian has already been saved from

sin's penalty. Look up the following verses:
Luke 7:50; Eph. 2:8; Titus 3:5; 
1 Peter 2:2.

b. The Christian is now being saved from
sin's power. Look up Phil. 2:12b; 
1 Tim. 4:16; 1 Peter 2:2.

c. The Christian, in the future shall be fully
saved from sin's presence in body as well
as soul. Look up Romans 13:11; 
1 Peter 1:5.

2. The Bible tells us plainly that it is possible to
know in this life that we already have eternal
life. Look up 1 John 5:13.

3. The Bible tells us plainly that if we have
eternal life, we may be confident and assured
that we shall keep on having it.
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If a believer sins, he does not lose his
relationship to God as a son, but he does lose
his fellowship with God. But when he
confesses his sin to God with a repentant
heart, this joyful fellowship is restored. 
1 John 1:7,9; 2:1-4 is an important passage
about this. You should master its teaching.
There are many Scriptures that assure the
real Christian of the security of his salvation.
We have assurance that we are already, now,
forgiven of our sins and adopted as God's
sons. Notice the following passages which
show the security of a believer: 
John 5:24, 6:39, 10:28,29; 1 Cor. 1:8; 
Eph. 1:13,14; 1 Peter 1:4,5; Phil. 1:6; 
2 Tim. 1:1, 12; Rom. 5:8-10, 8:28,39
It is true that Scripture also contains urgent
warnings to believers to persevere in their
faith and keep holding on to the Saviour. We
should not forget nor neglect these warnings
(such as John 15:2; Rom. 11:20-22;
Gal. 5:4; Col. 1:22,23; Heb. 6:4-6; 2 Peter
2:20-22). But such passages do not
contradict the verses listed above (though it
may seem that way to our finite minds).
Disciples of Jesus may know with certainty
that they are saved now, and that their Lord
and Saviour will hold them, guard them, and
at the end bring them to glory forever. "Hold
on to Christ - He is holding you"; this
summarizes the Bible's teaching.

TEACHING THAT MEN
CAN BE SAVED AFTER DEATH

A. Review the Mormon teaching on this
subject.

B. Review the section on the Redemption and
Salvation teachings of the JW 

C. Quotes from JW writings. "Men will be
given a second chance for salvation during
the millennium." 

(Studies in the Scriptures) " . . it will not be
difficult for God to remember all who have died
and who come under Christ's ransom provision.
They will be restored to life right here on earth.

Those resurrected to life on earth will come
forth to the opportunity of gaining life eternal in
paradise. It will be a time of education for them.
"Scrolls" containing instruction from God will
be opened, and they will need to follow these in
making their minds over in harmony with God's
will. They will be "Judged individually according
to their deeds". That is, the deeds they do after
being resurrected and after learning the contents
of the "scrolls." (Revelation 20:11-13) 
(The Truth that Leads to Eternal Life) 

REFUTATION
These doctrines are very appealing, especially

to people whose loved ones have died unsaved.
But, are these doctrines true? That is the
question. No, the Bible contradicts them (See
next paragraph). And these teachings are very
dangerous. First, they cause unconverted people
to remain careless about their salvation, feeling
they can wait till the next life to be saved.
Second, they cause Christians to lose their sense
of urgency about obeying the Great
Commission. Why witness to other people and
why sacrifice to support missionaries if, as JW
say, "Men will be given a second chance for
salvation" after life is over? Look up Heb. 9:27;
Isa. 55:6; 2 Cor. 6:2.

The Bible nowhere clearly tells the destiny of
those who have never heard the Gospel. It says
they will be judged according to the light of
conscience and nature (Rom. 1:18-20; 2:12-16).
God will judge men according to the
opportunities they have: the more the
opportunities, the heavier the judgment 
(Matt. 11:20-24). But Scripture never supports
the popular idea that many people are "not good
enough for heaven but not bad enough for hell."
It offers no hope for anyone to become saved
after this life is over. Review again the
scriptures mentioned above. (Heb. 9:27, etc.)
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TEACHING THAT WE MUST BE
MEMBERS OF THE ONE TRUE CHURCH
TO BE SAVED

Note these quotes from JW writings:
"Who, then, are the ones who form the body

of true worshippers today? On the basis of the
evidence, which is known or available to
persons in all parts of the earth, we do not
hesitate to say that they are the Christian
witnesses of Jehovah."

"The greatest racket ever invented and
practiced is that of religion, especially the
"Christian religion." (Enemies by Rutherford)

"The ecclesiastical systems, Catholic and
Protestant, are under supervision and control of
the Devil, and form a part of his visible
organization, and therefore constitute the
antichrist." (Rutherford)

Questions asked of a Jehovah' s Witness: "Do
JW believe theirs is the only true faith?" Reply:
"Certainly. If they thought someone else had the
true faith, they would preach that. There is only
'one faith,' said Paul. JW do not believe that
there is more than one way to gain salvation..."

REFUTATION
The JW movement had its beginning in the

1870's. If this is the true church it would mean
that the church founded by Christ through the
apostles died out and was nonexistent for more
than 1,500 years. Yet Jesus specifically said that
such a thing would not happen. He stated
emphatically that the gates of hades (that is, the
power of death) should not prevail against the
Church He was going to build. (Matt. 16:18)

Of course, Jesus did teach that tares (unsaved
people, "sons of the evil one") would grow up
among the wheat (true Christians, "sons of the
kingdom"). He also taught that His disciples
would vary in their fruitfulness: some would
bring forth fruit 100-fold, others 60-fold, and
others 30-fold. But He never suggested at all
that the wheat (true Christians) would
disappear. (Matt. 13:23-30, 36-43).

But what is the true Church? It is composed
of every born-again Christian in all the world.
Such believers are scattered among many
different Gospel-preaching churches. Every
person who repents of his sin and trusts in
Christ as divine Saviour and Lord becomes a
child of God (John 1:12,13), and thus a member
of the true Church.

The JW are obviously disqualified from being
the true Church because their "Saviour" is not
divine. Also their "gospel" is not the good news
of salvation by God's grace, but the bad news of
salvation-if-you-work-hard-enough-and-serve-
long-enough. The true gospel offers justification
by grace, "not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to His mercy"
(Titus 3:5-7; Eph. 2:8,9). The JW speak much
of the "gospel of the kingdom of God," and so
should we (Acts 19:8; 20:24-25; 28:23, 30,31).
But they forget that Jesus said that it is the poor
in spirit who enter the kingdom of God 
(Matt. 5:3). His kingdom is not for the
spiritually rich, those people who have plenty of
good deeds and zealous service to their credit.
Instead it is for those who are humble enough to
realize and confess their spiritual poverty, and to
put their trust in the Saviour.

TEACHING SOUL-SLEEP AT DEATH, AND
THAT HELL MEANS ANNIHILATION 

The JW, Armstrong and the Seventh Day
Adventists all teach soul-sleep (i.e. there is no
consciousness after death until the resurrection),
and also the annihilation of the wicked (i.e.
eternal extinction after the judgment). They base
these beliefs on their ideas of the human soul
and/or spirit.

The Iglesia ni Cristo also teaches soul-sleep,
but not annihilation of the wicked.

A. "The following are Bible passages used by
these three cults as proof texts on the state of
man after death, and refutations of their
interpretations.
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1. Psalm 146:4: Man's "breath goeth forth, he
returneth to his earth; in that very day his
thoughts perish."

REFUTATION 
Does this prove that man's spirit does not

think or have consciousness after death? No.
(other translations are "his plans perish". and
"his purposes perish".) It means that a dead man
can no longer carry out the plans and purposes
he had thought about doing while he still lived.
2. Ecclesiastes 3:19-21: "For that which

befalleth . . . men befalleth beasts; even one .
. . as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea,
they have all one breath . . . All go unto one
place; all are from the dust, and all turn to
dust again. Who knoweth the spirit of man
that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast
that goeth downward to the earth?'

Ecclesiastes 9:4-6: "A living dog is better than
a dead lion. For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither
have they any more a reward. . ."

REFUTATION 
The statement that all (both men and beasts)

go to one place and turn to dust again, refers of
course to the body and proves nothing about the
spirit. The writer's point is that no matter how
great and important a man might be in this life,
sooner or later he will die and decay just like an
animal. All are headed for the grave, By the
statement. "The dead know not any thing," he
means they do not know what happens in this
life. See Job 14:21.

Notice that the three "proof texts" above
(Psa. 146, Ecc. 3 and 9) are all from the O. T.
During those times God did not make known
much about immortality or resurrection. Thus
the writer asks (3:23), 'Who knows whether the
spirit of man goes upward (to God)?" He was
unsure. But we now have the fuller revelation
God gave in later times through Christ and His
apostles (see section following). Even in Eccl.
however, he says, ".... the dust (man's body)

returns to the earth as it was, and, the spirit
returns to God who gave it," (12:7)
3. Ezekiel 18:4,20: "The soul that sinneth, it

shall die." (Of course "soul" here simply
means "Person;" compare Acts 27:37).

Romans 6:23, "The wages of sin is death."

REFUTATION
The cultists insist that death in these verses

and elsewhere must mean unconscious
nonexistence. Armstrong writes, "When a
human being dies . . . his body, mind, and soul
are all dead. He simply stops 'being' ." Again he
says, "Why do so many religious people teach
that the wages of sin is eternal life in hell?" In
other words, he and others equate life with
existence and death with nonexistence. They
believe that to exist forever in hell would be the
same as having eternal life. Death can only mean
extinction. As an SDA writer says about 
Rom. 6:23, "By no manner of reasoning can
death be made to mean its opposite - life
without end."

But they misunderstand the Biblical meaning
of life and death. In the Bible the main idea of
life is union and the main idea of death is
separation. There are three distinct-but-related
types of life and death mentioned in God's
Word.

(a) PHYSICAL life is the union of body
and spirit, while physical death is the
separation of the spirit from the body.
At death, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit" (Acts 7:59).

(b) SPIRITUAL life means union with
God, i.e. fellowship with Him through
having Christ as Lord and Saviour. "He
who has the Son has life" 
(1 John 5:12a). Spiritual death means
separation from God, being cut off from
Him because of our sins. God warned
Adam that, in the day that he ate of the
forbidden tree he would die 
(Gen. 2:17). Yet Adam did not become
nonexistent on that day. Nor did he die
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physically until many years later. How,
then, did he die on the day of his
transgression? Obviously he died
spiritually, for at that time he was
banished from Eden and from the
communion with God which he had
enjoyed until then. Notice how Eph. 2:5
explains both spiritual life and death, "...
when we were dead in sins, hath (God)
quickened (made alive) us together with
Christ... "

(c) ETERNAL life is the same an spiritual
life; knowing God in intimate
communion. Christ prayed, "This is
eternal life, that they know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent." (John 17:3) So eternal life
begins in this life, at conversion: "He
that heareth my word and believeth on
him that sent me, hath eternal life: (he) .
. . is passed from death unto life" 
(John 5:24). It is not merely
never-ending existence, but fullness of
life - real life. But this eternal life will be
consummated at the resurrection (when
physical death shall be overthrown), and
will continue forever and ever 
(Rev. 21:3; 22:3-5). Eternal death (or
the second death, Rev. 20:14, 15; 21:8)
will be unending separation from God,
when at the judgment Christ will say to
the unrepentant, "Depart from me" 
(Matt. 7:23; 25:41).

Thus the Bible's view of death is not
extinction but separation. Since conscious,
physically alive sinners are called spiritually
dead (Eph. 2:5; 1 John 5:12b etc.). This
shows that death does not mean
unconsciousness, as the cults claim. In the
same way they cannot prove that the second
death, eternal punishment, is unconscious
nonexistence.

B. Scriptures showing the existence of man's
spirit after death: 
Luke 23:43; (See 2 Cor. 12:2,3 for explanation
regarding paradise.) Look up also Luke 23:46; 
Matt. 27: 50; Acts 7:59; Heb. 12:22,23; 
Phil. 1:20-24. 2 Cor. 5:1-9 is the clearest
Scripture on this topic. Read the entire passage.

Comment. "Paul shrinks from death because it
seems to be a state of disembodied nakedness 
(2 Cor. 5:3), and he longs for the resurrection
body (v. 4). However his natural fear of death is
overcome by the confidence that to be absent
from the body means to be present with the
Lord. (v. 3) and therefore . . . more desirable
than earthly existence" (New Bible Dictionary).

Look up 2 Peter 1:14. Here Peter, like Paul in
2 Cor. 5, compares his body to a tent in which
his spirit dwells. At death he will put off, or
leave, his tent. He does not say he will cease to
be, but that he will leave his present, temporary
dwelling-place, his body.

Look up Luke 16:19-31 and read the entire
passage. The cultists insist that this is only a
parable, fully symbolic, and that it reveals
nothing about conditions after death. Of course
we should be cautious about the details of this
passage (for example, whether saved and
unsaved dead people can communicate with
each other; etc.). Yet this story is quite different
from Christ's parables, for in them He always
uses ordinary, everyday activities to illustrate
some spiritual lesson. Here, He uses unknown
scenes. If this were a parable, why make up
unreal, untrue conditions to illustrate His point?
If there is no consciousness after death, His
whole story seems meaningless. No characters
in the parables have names, whereas Lazarus
was a real person. Read also Rev. 6:9-11.

C. Scriptures about the eternal destiny of the
unrepentant. 
(Matt. 25:30, 41, 46; Mark 9:43-48; 
Luke 12:4,5; John 3:36; Rom. 2:5-9; 
2 Thess. 1:6-9; Rev. 14:9-11, 19:20, 20:10-15)

Whatever the exact meaning may be of the
various terms used in the above passages,
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obviously It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31). Let us
then faithfully urge men to repent and turn
again, to be reconciled to God, to flee from the
wrath to come, to come to the One who loves
them so much that He gave His only Son so that
they might not perish, but have eternal life.

STUDY QUESTIONS ON JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES

1. The founder of this cult was___________________

His successor was__________________________

2. The magazine for the JW is called_______________

3. When was this cult established?________________

4 . List the 9 main errors of the JW discussed and give 
a Bible verses to refute each:

1. _____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________

2. _____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________

3. The Holy Spirit is an "it", not a person - God's
active force
(verse)________________________________

4. _____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

5. _____________________________________
_____________________________________
______________________________________

6. _____________________________________
_____________________________________
 (verse) 1 John 5:13

7. _____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

8. _____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________________________

9. Soul-sleep at death, Hell means annihilation
(verse)________________________________
_____________________________________

10. I have read all the printed material in Cults I, 
_____YES _____NO

11. I have looked up _____% of the Scripture
references.
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Student's Name:_________________ Teacher's Name:_____________ Date:    /     /

1. Why is it important to seek to win people to Christ before they become involved in one of the cults?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2. A Christian' s testimony should emphasize what 2 things?

1._____________________________________________________________________________________

2._____________________________________________________________________________________

3. List 3 of the 10 rules in dealing with the cults.

1._____________________________________________________________________________________

2._____________________________________________________________________________________

3._____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Who was the founder of the Mormon church?_______________________________  Date_______________

5. What is the full name of this cult?_____________________________________________________________

6. List the 6 main errors of Mormonism and a Bible verse to refute each one:

1._____________________________________________________________________________________

2._____________________________________________________________________________________

3._____________________________________________________________________________________

4._____________________________________________________________________________________

5._____________________________________________________________________________________

6._____________________________________________________________________________________

7. Name the founder of the JW_____________________________and the magazine______________________
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8. Under the Mormon errors listed above, # 1, 4, 5, 6 are also found in the JW teachings.

List the 5 errors discussed under JW teachings that are not found in Mormonism.

1._____________________________________________________________(verse)__________________

2._____________________________________________________________(verse)__________________

3._____________________________________________________________(verse)__________________

4._____________________________________________________________(verse)__________________

5._____________________________________________________________(verse)__________________

9. 1 have read all the printed material in Cults I, _____YES     _____NO

10. I have looked up _____% of the Scripture references.
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Mormons' New Prophet Says Prophet's Word
Takes Precedence Over the Bible

Ezra Taft Benson, former Secretary of Agriculture under Dwight D. Eisenhower, chosen
Monday, November 11, 1985, (as expected) as the 13th prophet the Mormon church, upon the
death a few days before of his predecessor, Spencer W Kimball.

Benson, known for his conservative politics and unswerving dedication to old-line
Mormonism, had been expected to succeed the long-time ailing Kimball who passed away at age
90.

Benson, 86, has been in poor health since a riding accident several years ago. He chose as his
First Counselor, Gordon B. Hinckley, 75, and as his Second Counselor, Thomas S. Monson, 58.

Benson, long a subject of controversy, has been expected to succeed Kimball ever since he
became president in 1973.

Benson, an outspoken opponent of Communism, is a close friend of Cleon Skousen and has
appeared on many of his Freemen Institute programs. Benson's most memorable speech was
presented at BYU in March of 1980 and was entitled, "Fourteen Fundamentals in Following the
Prophets!' In line with an earlier leader who had said, "When our leaders speak, the thinking has
been done. When they propose a plan-it is God's plan. When they point the way, there is no other
which is safe. When they give directions, it should mark the end of the controversy."
(Improvement Era, June, 1945, page 54), Benson made it evident that he intended to continue
that position. Benson declared in his 1980 speech that the Mormon prophet is the only man who
speaks for the Lord in everything.

He said that what the living prophet says is more important than that of any of his
predecessors and that what he says even takes precedence over the Bible, Book of Mormon,
Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price. He said that the prophet will never lead
the church astray.

He reminded his hearers that the prophet can speak without earthly training. Even when he
fails to say, "Thus saith the Lord," what he says is still rapture.

Benson said the prophet can be involved in civic and political matters. It was felt that
Benson's speech in 1980 was but a foretaste of what could expected when he became the
prophet-which seemed imminent in view Kimball's declining health.

LDS people have been fearful of Benson for 20 years. A predecessor Joseph Fielding Smith)
was very critical of Benson, who was evidently banished to Europe for a couple of years in the
60's. Smith said that when he returned, he hoped "his (Benson's) blood would be purified."

Many Mormons have been displeased with Benson through the years, but time (and a new
generation) has tempered their displeasure.

-Taken from UTAH EVANGEL and edited.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mormonism is a cult, and Bible-believing Christians should careful not to promote a cult that puts a
Mormon prophet on the same plane with Jesus Christ or puts the word of a Mormon prophet above the Bible.
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